Cancer research as a whole may be divided into two parts, the first being the clinico-pathological aspect which comprises the study of the treatment and incidence of cancer in human patients; the other part is experimental cancer research which consists largely of experiments on animals, and draws on the wider field of the basic sciences.
Experimental cancer research (' cancer' in strain and vice versa. The result was that those mice which had been suckled by the high cancer strain developed a high incidence of breast cancer, whereas those which had been suckled by a low cancer strain had a low incidence. In short, irrespective of their genetic constitution, the incidence of breast cancer in either group of mice was of the same order as the incidence of the disease in the mice from which they obtained milk. Thus, the extrachromosomal factor referred to above was present in the maternal milk and was named the ' milk factor.'
After the discovery of the milk factor it was shown that not all strains of mice were equally sensitive to its influence. In fact, susceptibility to the milk factor was determined by heredity. (Kidd, 1946) . Darlington (1948) originally suggested a method of approach to cancer somewhat similar to that described here; he provides evidence from other branches of biology which support it by analogy. Bauer (Oberling, 1944 
